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The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

On lines 1-2 of claim 1 , "said strongly acidic cation-exchange resin" lacks 
antecedent basis. It is suggested that "a acidic cation-exchange resin" on line 1 of claim 
1 and "a cation-exchange resin" on line 1 of claims 2-8 be changed to -a strongly acidic 
cation-exchange resin-. 

On line 2 of claim 8, it is unclear as to whether or not the performance of "a 
cation-exchange resin" is the same resin as specified on line 1 of the claim. It is 
suggested that "a cation-exchange resin" be changed to -said strongly acidic cation- 
exchange resin-. 

On lines 2-3 of claim 9, it is unclear as to whether or not "a strongly acidic cation- 
exchange resin" is the same as "a cation-exchange resin" recited on line 2. It is 
suggested that "a cation-exchange resin" be changed to -a strongly acidic cation- 
exchange resin-, and that "a strongly acidic cation-exchange resin" be changed to - 
said strongly acidic cation-exchange resin--. 

On lines 3-5 of claim 10 and line 3 of claim 12, "said cation-exchange resin" lacks 
antecedent basis. It is suggested that "said cation-exchange resin" be changed to -said 
strongly acidic cation-exchange resin-. 
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On line 2 of claim 13, it is unclear as to whether or not "a cation-exchange resin" 
is the same as that recited in claim 9, it is suggested that "a cation-exchange resin" be 
changed to -said strongly acidic cation-exchange resin-. 

Claims 1-13 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejection(s) under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

JP 09-210977 to Haruko is considered the closest prior art, however, the 
reference fails to teach or suggest the step of evaluating a performance of the cation- 
exchange resin based on a relationship of each molecular weight range with an amount 
of the polystyrenesulfonic acid eluted in each molecular weight range as recited in 
claims 1 and 9. 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

JP 2001 -2281 34A to Kenmochi et al disclose using an amount of polystyrene 
sulfonic acid to determine the degree of deterioration of a cation exchange resin. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Matthew O. Savage whose telephone number is (571) 
272-1146. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 7:00am-3:30pm. 



\ 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Duane Smith can be reached on (571) 272-1166. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Matthew O Savage 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1724 

mos 



